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THE FOUNDATION

“But the mild voice of reason, pleading the cause of an
enlarged and permanent interest, is but too often drowned,
before public bodies as well as individuals, by the clamors
of an impatient avidity for immediate and immoderate
gain.” --James Madison

EDITORIAL EXEGESIS

“Francois Hollande has become the newly elected presi-
dent of France more by luck than by any quality he might
possess. Almost anonymous, he has no ministerial experi-
ence. His platform nonetheless raised expectations might-
ily that he would be able to find employment and entitle-
ments where Nicolas Sarkozy had failed to do so. Voters
could conclude that there are jobs for all and everyone
richer than them will pay more taxes. He likes to promise
that France is not doomed to austerity, because he still
believes that socialism is the magic formula for growth,
and can simply be ordered up. When originally elected,
Sarkozy proposed what he called rupture, meaning re-
form of the centralized powers of the state so traditional
in France. Nothing of the kind then took place. In the
campaign for reelection, this habitually competitive and
ambitious man found himself unable convincingly to claim
credit for achievements. ... Poor and insincere as Sarkozy’s
campaign was, in reality the Euro-crisis left him without

a chance. No present head of government can hope to win
an election in a Europe irrevocably tied to the single cur-
rency and the political structure erected in Brussels to en-
force it. In the gathering climate of economic and political
disaster, Sarkozy is the eleventh in a succession of office-
holders in one nation after another to go down in electoral
defeat. Germany sets the terms for Europe, and Frangois
Hollande now has to discover whether Chancellor Angela
Merkel, the architect of austerity, is willing to permit a
forlorn attempt at socialist-induced growth. She had let it
be known that she wanted the like-minded Sarkozy to win.
But then she herself has already lost regional elections,
and until and unless something changes with Brussels and
the euro, she too is likely to join the lengthening list of
rejected European office-holders.” --National Review

UPRIGHT

“Higher taxes now, spending cuts later. That was the ‘bal-
anced approach’ President Obama and the Democrats tried

to force Republicans to accept last August. ... The exact
same story has been playing out in Europe. ... Problem is,
Europe has not been cutting spending. Mercatus Cen-

ter Senior Fellow Veronique de Rugy has crunched the
numbers and found that among some of Europe’s worst
economies (Spain, the United Kingdom, France, Greece,
and Italy) government spending cuts have either been tiny
or non-existent. ... France and the United Kingdom have
yet to cut spending at all. ... Obama’s plan for the United
States is identical to the new Socialist government’s plan
for France: higher spending and taxes now, spending cuts
later.” --Washington Examiner’s Conn Carroll

“Europe is tremendously wealthy and productive, but
Europeans sabotaged themselves by embracing the foolish
idea that they could have an economic union without a
political union. They are also paying the price for failing
to come to terms with actuarial realities; their populations
are graying. Without reforms of pension and other ben-
efits, they cannot sustain their standard of living. Rather
than face their own corruption, the Greeks principally,
but also other Europeans, are disintegrating into raging
extremists blaming anyone and everyone else. That’s the
object lesson for us. Here, Barack Obama and the Demo-
cratic Party are promising Americans more of this fool’s
gold -- limitless government benefits with costs imposed
on someone else (‘the rich” or future generations). It’s an
engraved invitation to Athens.” --columnist Mona Charen

“What is the history of the ‘raise taxes and reduce spend-
ing’ compromise that is so popular in elite circles today?
It is this: We get the tax increases but not the spending
cuts. After having already enacted major tax cuts in 1982,
Ronald Reagan agreed to raise business and excise taxes
in exchange for spending reductions. Taxes went up, but
so did spending by $450 billion. President George H.W.
Bush cut a similar deal with Democrats. Again, we got
the taxes but the spending cuts never materialized. There
is simply no proven way to guarantee that the spending-
cuts part of the compromise will be implemented. Is it any
wonder that Republicans are taking a hard line of this?”
--former senator Fred Thompson

“Conservatives should refuse to cede the compassion ar-
gument to the left. There is more to caring than pumping
an ever-increasing share of taxpayer dollars into programs
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that do virtually nothing to lift people out of poverty. And
there is certainly nothing compassionate about standing
idly on the sidelines while these programs bankrupt the
federal government.” --blogger Morgen Richmond

INSIGHT

“Everything that is really great and inspiring is created by
the individual who can labor in freedom.” --theoretical
physicist Albert Einstein (1879-1955)

“Never blame a legislative body for not doing something.
When they do nothing, they don’t hurt anybody. When
they do something is when they become dangerous.”
--American humorist Will Rogers (1879-1935)

ESSENTIAL LIBERTY

“Free enterprise isn’t an economic alternative. It’s a moral
imperative. It’s the means by which we can achieve our
God-given right to what our Founders called ‘the pursuit
of happiness.” Only free enterprise allows us to find our
own happiness by leading the lives we wish to live. Only
free enterprise serves the goal of true, merit-based fair-
ness. Only free enterprise really allows us to help the poor
in massive numbers. We have to reclaim the moral high
ground from the statists, and explain why free enter-

prise is the only truly fair, moral, and virtuous economic
system. We are right for material reasons, and more
importantly, we are right for moral reasons. We have to
make that case first.” --Arthur C. Brooks, President of the
American Enterprise Institute

THE DEMO-GOGUES

If only this were true: “We believe the free market is one
of the greatest forces for progress in human history; that
businesses are the engine of growth; that risk-takers and
innovators should be rewarded.” --Barack Obama

Don’t let go of failure: “We have come too far to abandon
the change we fought for these past few years. We have to
move forward, to the future we imagined in 2008, where
everyone gets a fair shot, and everyone does their fair

share, and everyone plays by the same rules. ... We measure
prosperity not just by our total GDP; not just by how many
billionaires we produce, but how well the typical family is
doing -- whether they can go as far as their dreams and hard
work will take them. ... So if you’re willing to stick with
me, if you’re willing to fight with me, and press on with me;
if you’re willing to work even harder in this election than
you did in the last election, I guarantee you -- we will move
this country forward.” --Barack Obama
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Spending = compassion: “When you’re talking about cut-
ting meals on wheels, when you’re talking about cutting
food stamps which actually is money that goes directly to
small businesses markets in communities versus giving
tax subsidies to farming corporations, these are the type of
cuts that the Republicans are talking about.” --Rep. Karen
Bass (D-CA)

Deliberate or gaffe? “Look, I am vice president of the
United States of America. The president sets the policy. I
am absolutely comfortable with the fact that men marry-
ing men, women marrying women and heterosexual men
marrying women are entitled to the same exact rights -- all
the civil rights, all the civil liberties. And quite frankly I
don’t see much of a distinction beyond that.” --Joe Biden

DEZINFORMATSIA

Non Compos Mentis: “Now we know that Mitt Romney
loves to paint the president as a European-style socialist,
which is incredible. ... [Romney] supports Paul Ryan’s
budget. He wants to go cut, cut, cut. It’s not [the] presi-
dent -- it’s him! He’s the European socialist!” --MS-
NBC’s Martin Bashir

Media campaign: “President Obama has done more for
gay and lesbian Americans than any president in history.
... Yet he faces endless criticism from LGBT activists for
not embracing the word marriage publicly. ... What’s trou-
bling about the criticism he has endured is that it indicates
that President Obama is being held to a different, tougher
standard than other leaders. ... Lesson number one, can
start with asking themselves the question: Are you hold-
ing the president to a tougher standard because deep down
inside you don’t really trust him? And if the answer to that
question is yes, perhaps the next question you should ask
yourself is why?” --MSNBC contributor Keli Goff

Non sequitur: “[A]s a true conservative, what could be
more conservative than a committed relationship between
a man and a man or a woman and a woman who want to
embrace the sanctity of marriage? I simply do not un-
derstand the position by true conservatives who say that
they don’t believe in committed relationships.” --NBC’s
Andrea Mitchell

Misinformation: “[Friday’s] jobs report was a mixed bag
of course. 115,000 jobs were added to payrolls in April.
The unemployment rate did drop to 8.1 percent, the lowest
rate since President Obama took office.” --MSNBC’s Chris
Matthews (“’As the ... Bureau of Labor Statistics clearly
shows, the unemployment rate was 7.3 percent when
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Obama was sworn in.” --Newsbusters’ Noel Sheppard)

Blame game: “We now have history’s first draft of the
story of this Congress. There is so much political fog right
now that it is hard to get a clear view of the reason for the
dysfunction on Capitol Hill. But three new books take

a step back to get a clear look at the fray, and all three
conclude that no-holds-barred, right-wing politics is to be
blamed.” --Fox News’ Juan Williams

Newspulper Headlines:
Out on a Limb: “Romney’s Team Sees a Path to Winning
the Presidency” --McClatchy Newspapers

Shortest Books Ever Written: “What Everyone Can Learn
From John Edwards” --U.S. News & World Report web-
site

What’ll This Be, Wife No. 4?: “Gingrich Ends White
House Bid, Will Remain Engaged” --Associated Press

News You Can Use: “’Death Is One of the Most Impor-
tant Things in Life’” --Daily News (Bowling Green, KY)

Bottom Stories of the Day: “Obama Knocks Romney in
First 2012 Campaign Rally” --Reuters

(Thanks to The Wall Street Journal’s James Taranto)

VILLAGE IDIOTS

R.E.S.P.E.C.T.: “I certainly think President Obama has
sent a very clear message of respect and appreciation of
all religions, and in particular of Islam.” --Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton

Warmism: “In the 21st Century, the reality is that there
are environmental threats which constitute threats to our
national security. For example, the area of climate change
has a dramatic impact on national security: rising sea
levels, to severe droughts, to the melting of the polar caps,
to more frequent and devastating natural disasters all raise
demand for humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.”
--Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta

Remedial economics needed: “If ‘business as usual’
conditions continue, economic contractions the size of the
Great Recession or even bigger will be needed to reduce
atmospheric levels of CO2. ... One solution that has prom-
ise is a carbon tax levied on any activity producing CO2
in order to create incentives to reduce emissions. The
money would be returned to the population on a per capita
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basis so the tax would not mean any extra fiscal burden.”
--researcher Jose Tapia Granados calling for another eco-
nomic slowdown to combat global warming

Breaking wind for climate change: “[OJur calculations
suggest these dinosaurs may have produced more meth-
ane than all the modern sources, natural and human, put
together.” --co-researcher David Wilkinson on his latest
breakthrough study with St. Andrews University profes-
sor Graeme Ruxton that dinosaurs created their own fatal
climate change

Hollywood endorsements: “I think [Obama’s] done a
good job. He’s done other things that maybe he should
have been a little stronger about, people will complain.
But it’s not easy to be president of the United States. ...
And [ think he’s doing -- I give him credit, and I hope he
does -- I know he’ll do better in the next four years, when
he won’t have to worry whether he’s going to be elected
or not.” --actor Robert De Niro

SHORT CUTS

“[S]elf-absorption is part of the occupational hazard of
politics, and it’s also part of the job description of being
president. All that said, try to imagine Dwight Eisenhower
talking about D-Day saying, ‘I did this. I decided this.

I did this and then I did that.” It’s inconceivable. That
comparison between Obama and Eisenhower illustrated
the problem for the president. If you struck from Barack
Obama’s vocabulary the first-person singular pronoun,

he would fall silent, which would be a mercy to us and a
service to him, actually.” --political analyst George Will

“Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said, ‘climate change
has a dramatic impact on national security.” When you
slash the military’s budget to pay for failed solar compa-
nies -- yeah, it does.” --Fred Thompson

“President Obama admitted that a former girlfriend that
he wrote about in his autobiography was made up and
not a real person. So Obama had an imaginary girlfriend.
Big deal! He had an imaginary economic plan. It’s all the
same.” --comedian Jay Leno

“The Obama campaign created a fictitious woman named
‘Julia’ to illustrate government services it will offer
women throughout their lives. For instance, if Julia starts
a worthless solar company, she’ll still get billions of tax-
payer dollars.” --NewsBusted’s Jodi Miller




