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THE FOUNDATION

“[T]o preserve liberty, it is essential that the whole body
of the people always possess arms, and be taught alike,
especially when young, how to use them.” --Federal
Farmer

LIBERTY

“Gun owners might not feel besieged right now, but they
should be very concerned. [Recently] the Obama admin-
istration announced its support for the UN Small Arms
Treaty. This treaty poses real risks for freedom and safety
in the United States as well as the rest of the world. Ac-
cording to the U.N., guns used in armed conflicts cause
300,000 deaths worldwide every year. Their proposed
solution is a simple one. Keep rebels from getting guns by
requiring that countries ‘prevent, combat and eradicate’
what those countries define as ‘the illicit trade in small
arms.” The UN’s solution isn’t too surprising when one
looks at the long list of notorious totalitarian regimes,
such as Syria, Cuba, Rwanda, Vietnam, Zimbabwe, and
Sierra Leone, which support these ‘reforms.’ But not all
insurgencies are ‘bad.” To ban providing guns to rebels
in totalitarian countries is like arguing that there is never
anything such as a just war. ... Political scientist Rudy
Rummel estimates that 262 million people were murdered
by their own government during the last century -- that is
2.6 million per year. This includes genocide, the murder
of people for political reasons, and mass murder. Even if
all 300,000 deaths from armed conflicts can be blamed
on the small arms trade, an obviously false claim, people
have much more to worry about from their governments.
... The Small Arms Treaty is just a back door way for the
Obama administration trying to force through gun control
regulations. With the huge standing ovation that House
and Senate Democrats recently gave Mexican President
Calderon for his advocacy of a new so-called ‘Assault
Weapons Ban,” Americans who care about self-defense
have been put on notice.” --economist John Lott

GOVERNMENT

“Today, as it has been for a century, American politics
is an argument between two Princetonians -- James
Madison, class of 1771, and Woodrow Wilson, class of
1879. Madison was the most profound thinker among
the Founders. Wilson, avatar of ‘progressivism,” was the

first president critical of the nation’s founding. Barack
Obama’s Wilsonian agenda reflects its namesake’s
rejection of limited government. ... Today, government
finds the limitless power of dispensing not in Madison’s
Constitution of limited government but in Wilson’s theory
that the Constitution actually frees government from limi-
tations. The liberating -- for government -- idea is that the
Constitution is a ‘living,” evolving document. Wilson’s
Constitution is an emancipation proclamation for govern-
ment, empowering it to regulate all human activities in or-
der to treat all human desires as needs and hence as rights.
... Needs breed rights to have the needs addressed, to the
point that Lyndon Johnson, an FDR protege, promised
that government would provide Americans with ‘purpose’
and ‘meaning.’ ... Lacking a limiting principle, progres-
sivism cannot say how big the welfare state should be but
must always say that it should be bigger than it currently
is. Furthermore, by making a welfare state a fountain of
rights requisite for democracy, progressives in effect de-
clare that democratic deliberation about the legitimacy of
the welfare state is illegitimate. ... Wilsonian government,
meaning (in Wilson’s words) government with ‘unstinted
power,” is hostile to Madison’s Constitution which, Madi-
son said, obliges government ‘to control itself.”” --colum-
nist George Will

THE GIPPER

“The American dream is not that every man must be level
with every other man. The American dream is that every
man must be free to become whatever God intends he
should become.” --Ronald Reagan

RE: THE LEFT

“President Obama and congressional Democrats say the
DISCLOSE Act, which is expected to come up for a vote
soon, is aimed at ensuring transparency and preventing
corruption in the wake of Citizens United v. FEC, the Jan-
uary decision in which the Supreme Court lifted restric-
tions on political speech by corporations and unions. But
the bill’s onerous, lopsided requirements suggest its sup-
porters are more interested in silencing their critics. ... The
anxiety and uncertainty created by the new rules would
be compounded by the fact that they would take effect

30 days after the law is enacted, before the FEC would
have time to issue regulations clarifying them. Opposing
an amendment that would have postponed the effective
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date until Jan. 1, Rep. Michael Capuano, D-Mass., said
he wants people to worry about a fine or prison sentence
when they dare to speak ill of him. ‘I hope it chills out all
-- not one side, all sides!” said Capuano. ‘I have no prob-
lem whatsoever keeping everybody out. If I could keep
all outside entities out, I would.” Similarly, Sen. Charles
Schumer, D-N.Y ., upon unveiling the bill, said ‘the deter-
rent effect should not be underestimated.” For those who
view nonpoliticians as meddlesome ‘outside entities’ and
criticism of incumbents as a crime to be deterred, the
chilling effect of campaign finance laws is a feature, not a
bug.” --columnist Jacob Sullum

FAITH & FAMILY

“Again and again, Americans find themselves at war
with each other over public schooling. Yet furious con-
flict over religion in this country is almost unheard-of.

... So why does the endless variety of religious life in

the United States lead to so little strife, while the strife
over public schooling never seems to end? The answer

is no mystery. America is a land of religious freedom, in
which people decide for themselves what to believe and
how to worship. No religion is funded by government.
No church or synagogue has a state-supported monopoly.
Elected officials have no say in the doctrines of any faith
or the content of any religious service. Religion flour-
ishes in America because church and state are separate.
And it flourishes so peacefully because no one is forced
to support anyone else’s faith, or to attend a church he
isn’t happy with, or to bring up children according to the
religious views of whichever faction has the most votes.
Religion is peaceful because it is government-free. Liber-
ate the schools, and they too would be at peace. Taxpayer-
funded, one-curriculum-fits-all schooling makes conflict
inevitable. There would be far less animosity if parents
were as free to choose how and where their children learn
as they are to choose how and where they worship. Sepa-
ration of church and state has made America an exemplar
of religious pluralism and tolerance. Imagine what separa-
tion of school and state could do for education.” --colum-
nist Jeff Jacoby

READER COMMENTS

“There is a Time to Fight was a powerful essay, a call
to arms. In the sense that ballots carry more weight than
bullets. Alas, the Republicans have a history of snatch-
ing defeat from the jaws of victory. It is easy to forget
that Reagan was not a ‘mainstream’ Republican, but a
true maverick, unlike a Senator from Arizona. RR was
not the choice of the Establishment Republicans, but of
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the people. He won because of the message he presented,
which we do not hear often (except for this web site).
Mark Alexander is right, it will be a difficult time, but a
necessary one. The longer we wait, the harder to rebuild
that ‘shining city on the hill.”” --Tim

“I’m pretty sure it was Thomas Paine and not Sam Adams
that said, ‘Those who expect to reap the blessings of free-
dom, must, like men, undergo the fatigues of supporting

it.” But, as usual, you are still right on target.” --MaryJane

Editor’s Reply: You are, of course, absolutely right. That
was a last minute edit and as often as I have used quotes
from both of these Founders, I should have picked it up
right away. Thank you for pointing this out -- it has been
fixed on the Web.

“Your observation that Tipper Gore may have been the
ClimateGate hacker is both funny and ironic, given that
Al Gore invented the Internet.” --Brian

“Tipper finally found out that Al really didn’t invent the
Internet.” --Mathew

POLITICAL FUTURES

“When Israeli soldiers defend themselves from violent
attacks by these ‘peace activists,” they are always acting
‘disproportionately’ and thus deserving of denunciation,
censure and ostracism from the ‘world community.” One
wishes the haters of Israel would direct some of that zeal
to the real enemies of freedom and religious pluralism:
radical Islam. ... President Obama said it is important to
learn ‘all the facts and circumstances’ behind the incident
before reaching conclusions. The facts and circumstances
are already known. It is a fact that those trying to break
Israel’s blockade of Gaza hate and wish to destroy Israel.
And any circumstance will be created or used to achieve
that objective. Again, we’ve seen this scenario before
and surely will see it again, and again, and again, unless
and until the world wakes up to the clash of civilizations
too many want to ignore, hoping it will go away. It won’t
until one civilization crushes the other.” --columnist Cal
Thomas

FOR THE RECORD

“Question: If Israel is always hell-bent on murder, mas-
sacres and genocide, why is it so bad at it? If its battle
plan called for a slaughter, why kill ‘only’ nine people?
Why not sink all of the boats? Meanwhile, is it really the
case that Hamas is objectively ‘good’ at public rela-
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tions? Or Hezbollah? Or Iran? Really? I just don’t see it.
To me, these PR operations are less ‘“Wag the Dog’ and
more Baghdad Bob (the Monty Pythonesque spokesman
for Saddam Hussein’s regime). But instead of everyone
laughing at the lies and idiocy, millions of people nod
their heads in agreement. North Korea recently sank a
South Korean ship. The international reaction has been
muted and sober. Turkey -- the Palestinians’ new cham-
pion -- has been treating Kurdish nationalists harshly for
generations; no one cares. The Russians crush Chechens,
the Chinese trample Uighurs. Real genocides unfold regu-
larly in Africa. Iran is pursuing a nuclear bomb. Hamas
is openly dedicated to the destruction of Israel. So is
Iran. And yet the only villain as far as much of the world
is concerned is Israel. Always Israel. But none of these
facts matter. Indeed, it’s tiring even to recount them in an
environment where big lies matters more than obvious
truths, where self-defense is ‘aggression,” where restraint
is ‘genocide,” and where the heirs of Gandhi wield steel
pipes.” --National Review editor Jonah Goldberg

THE LAST WORD

“For reasons I am not clear on, the White House press
corps’ own personal Delta Dawn, Helen Thomas, decided
she needed to opine on the current state of affairs in the
Middle East. Here’s the transcript of Helen Thomas’ truly
frightening position: Q: ‘Any comments on Israel?” Helen
Thomas: ‘Tell them to get the hell out of Palestine. [She
laughs] Remember, these people [the Palestinians] are
occupied and it’s their land and it’s not Germany and it’s
not Poland.” Q: ‘So, where should they go? ‘HT: ‘They
should go home.” Q: “Where’s home?” HT: ‘Poland.
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Germany. And America and everywhere else.” Ok, let
me stipulate that I am not an expert on Helen Thomas.
Nevertheless, I am quite confident in stating that she is
not of Native American heritage. Inasmuch as she was
born in Kentucky in 1920, we must assume that she has,
over the last 90 years, bought into the theory that if you
have taken over a country for enough time, you sort of
own it. But, under the Helen Thomas Theory of Primacy,
all 310,000,000 people who falsely claim to be ‘Ameri-
cans’ should immediately leave what we now call the
United States and return to the country or region of the
world from whence our ancestors came. Helen Thomas
is a joke. The fact that she is a left-wing joke protects
her from her White House briefing room colleagues. If
she were a RIGHT-wing joke, there would have been
demands that the Hearst Corporation immediately fire her
for what amounts to hate speech, if not astonishing stupid-
ity. Either she is too old to know what she’s saying, or
she knows what she’s saying. Either way, her chair in the
White House briefing room should be declared vacant.”
--political analyst Rich Galen

Veritas vos Liberabit -- Semper Vigilo, Fortis, Paratus, et
Fidelis! Mark Alexander, Publisher, for The Patriot Post’s
editors and staff. Read online at http://patriotpost.us

(Please pray for our Armed Forces standing in harm’s
way around the world, and for their families -- especially
families of those fallen Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines
and Coast Guardsmen, who granted their lives in defense
of American liberty.)
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