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Most of the Leftist-controlled political and popular debate 
about the Democrat proposal to turn over to the central 
government control of more than 17 percent of the U.S. 
economy, is focused on one question or another -- what 
will it cost or save, who will pay and who won’t, who will 
be covered and for what, will there be enough physicians 
to support this in 10 years, will federal funds be used for 
abortion, can our economy afford another trillion dollar 
boondoggle, does it really address the entitlement cost 
tsunami we’re facing, ad infinitum.

These might be interesting topics for debate, but none are 
germane.

The only relevant debate must begin with First Principles, 
our Constitution and Rule of Law.

Does our Constitution allow the Executive and Legisla-
tive branches to collaborate to confer authority upon the 
federal government over, in this case, so-called “health 
care reform”?

Those who laid the Foundation of our Constitution were 
crystal clear about its enumeration of both the authority 
and limits upon the central government.

James Madison, our Constitution’s primary author, wrote, 
“The powers delegated by the proposed Constitution to 
the federal government are few and defined [and] will be 
exercised principally on external objects, as war, peace, 
negotiation and foreign commerce.”

Madison continued, “If Congress can do whatever in their 
discretion can be done by money, and will promote the 
General Welfare, the Government is no longer a limited 
one, possessing enumerated powers, but an indefinite one, 
subject to particular exceptions.”

To that point, Thomas Jefferson asserted: “[G]iving [Con-
gress] a distinct and independent power to do any act they 
please which may be good for the Union, would render 
all the preceding and subsequent enumerations of power 
completely useless. It would reduce the whole [Constitu-
tion] to a single phrase, that of instituting a Congress with 
power to do whatever would be for the good of the United 

PULLING THE PLUG
ON OUR CONSTITUTION
“If the federal government should overpass the just 
bounds of its authority and make a tyrannical use of its 
powers, the people ... must appeal to the standard they 
have formed, and take such measures to redress the injury 
done to the Constitution as the exigency may suggest and 
prudence justify.” --Federalist No. 33

Our Constitution is on life support, and House Democrats 
are about to pull the plug.

Leaders of the Democrat Party (“Progressives” as they call 
themselves, Leftists as we call them) have been unable to 
garner popular or even Democrat Party support for their 
plan to socialize our health care system. Fortunately, Re-
publicans are united in their opposition to this one issue.

Barack Hussein Obama, titular head of the Demos, pro-
claimed, “I want some courage. I want us to do the right 
thing.”

But House Speaker Nancy Pelosi concludes, “Nobody 
wants to vote for the Senate bill.”

She is proposing to overtly circumvent our Constitution 
by way of the “Slaughter Solution.” Rep. Louise Slaugh-
ter, chairman of the House Rules Committee, proposes 
to pass legislation using the “self-executing rule,” which 
will allow the House to accept the already-passed Sen-
ate health care bill by presumption alone, thus negating a 
formal up-or-down vote by House members.

Pelosi confessed, “I like it because people don’t have to 
vote on the Senate bill.”

Unfortunately, there is precedent in invoking the “self-
executing rule” -- by Republicans, no less -- concerning 
“mundane” legislation agreed to by House leaders of both 
parties. Unconstitutional as these precedents are, there is 
nothing “mundane” about ObamaCare.

“Slaughter” and “self-executing” may describe both the 
process and the electoral future of many Democrats in the 
House.
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the United States; If he approve he shall sign it, but if not 
he shall return it, and that in all such Cases the Votes of 
both Houses shall be determined by Yeas and Nays, and 
the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill 
shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively.”

Typical of Republican protests about this effort to evade 
the Constitution’s prescription for passage of legislation, 
Rep. Thaddeus McCotter (R-MI) called the ruse “the acme 
of arrogance” and the “shredding the U.S. Constitution.”

Unfortunately, more than a few Republicans have dabbled 
in such unconstitutional chicanery. Thus, I am reminded 
of the admonition regarding hypocrisy in Matthew 7:4-5. 
In contemporary terms, Republicans must first demonstra-
bly abide by First Principles before calling on Democrats 
to do the same.

The only silver lining to this cloud: If Democrats pass 
ObamaCare, every medical complaint by a Democrat 
constituent will be hung around their necks.

Fellow Patriots, stand firm for Essential Liberty for we 
still hold these Truths.

Semper Vigilo, Fortis, Paratus et Fidelis!

Mark Alexander
Publisher, PatriotPost.US

Veritas vos Liberabit -- Semper Vigilo, Fortis, Paratus, et 
Fidelis! Mark Alexander, Publisher, for The Patriot Post’s 
editors and staff. Read online at http://patriotpost.us

(Please pray for our Armed Forces standing in harm’s 
way around the world, and for their families -- especially 
families of those fallen Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines 
and Coast Guardsmen, who granted their lives in defense 
of American liberty.)

States; and as sole judges of the good or evil, it would be 
also a power to do whatever evil they please. Certainly, 
no such universal power was meant to be given them. 
[The Constitution] was intended to lace them up straightly 
within the enumerated powers and those without which, 
as means, these powers could not be carried into effect.”

Clearly, our Constitution, does not authorize Congress to 
nationalize health care, anymore than it authorizes Con-
gress to do most of what it does today.

That notwithstanding, Obama and his Leftist cadres in the 
House and Senate are moving forward with their endeavor 
to inflict socialized medicine upon the United States.

They have again, one and all, abandoned their oaths to 
“support and defend” our Constitution.

Democrat “leaders” have all been questioned about con-
stitutional authority, and have uniformly asserted that the 
question is irrelevant.

Typical of their non-responses was this indignant question 
from Speaker Pelosi: “Are you serious? Are you serious?”

Such utter contempt for our Constitution explains why 
Democrats refuse to support any measure to cite constitu-
tional authority for legislation. For example, the Enumer-
ated Powers Act (HR 1359) would require that “Each Act 
of Congress shall contain a concise and definite statement 
of the constitutional authority relied upon for the enact-
ment of each portion of that Act,” but for years, insur-
mountable obstacles have prevented passage of HR 1359 
-- and you know who they are.

As for the Slaughter Solution, Article 1 Section 7 of the 
U.S. Constitution stipulates, “Every Bill which shall have 
passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, 
before it become a Law, be presented to the President of 
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