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THE FOUNDATION
"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal..." --The Declaration of Independence

RE: THE LEFT
"Hey, black folks, do you know any white folks? 
Good. OK, I want you to go up to them right now 
and, as politely as you can, start sharing your most 
deeply held racial views. Hey,  white folks, you're 
not off the hook. I want you to go and do likewise 
with any black people you know. Don't want to do 
that? Really? Well, then, you're a coward. That's the 
short version of Attorney General Eric Holder's 
speech this week celebrating Black History Month. 
Holder says we are 'a nation of cowards' because 
we're unwilling to discuss race to his satisfaction. ... 
Usually, when I hear a liberal call for a national 
conversation on race, I translate it as: 'People who 
disagree with me need to be instructed why they are 
wrong.' Indeed, in a sense it's no wonder America is 
a nation of cowards when it comes to race, because 
so many of us are terrified of being called racist the 
moment we step out of line with liberal orthodoxy. 
... [Holder] says of the debate over affirmative ac-
tion ... that, 'This debate can, and should, be nu-
anced, principled and spirited.  But the conversation 
we now engage in as a nation on this and other ra-
cial subjects is too often simplistic and left to those 
on the extremes, who are not hesitant to use these 
issues to advance nothing more than their own nar-
row self-interest.' Perhaps. Or perhaps calling views 
you disagree with 'extreme' and accusing those who 
hold them of having dishonorable motives is just a 
clever way of saying that you don't want an 'honest 
conversation' at all." --National Review editor Jonah 
Goldberg

CULTURE
"The problem is not that we talk too little about race 
but that our discussion is often irrelevant to the 
problems at hand. When Holder and Clinton talk 
about confronting racial issues, what they really 
want is a national therapy session in which whites 
admit that their prejudice and discrimination -- past 
and present -- is responsible for all the ills that beset 
blacks today. Well, sorry, it just isn't so. ... If Attor-
ney General Holder is really interested in improving 

the status of blacks, he could begin by addressing 
the issue of personal responsibility.  The decision to 
have a child out of wedlock has enormous conse-
quences for single moms and the children they bring 
into the world. If there is one factor above others 
that explains the huge differences between the well-
being of whites and blacks in this society,  it is that 
so many black children grow up in homes with no 
fathers. Those children do more poorly in school, 
are more likely to get in trouble with the law, and 
become single parents themselves, thus perpetuating 
a destructive cycle of despair. So, by all means,  let's 
have some honesty in our discussions of race during 
Black History Month. Let's begin by having our 
most prominent black elected and appointed offi-
cials show a little courage by speaking out on the 
real problems in the black community, not the chi-
mera of white oppression and unacknowledged 
guilt." --columnist Linda Chavez

INSIGHT
"You cannot bring about prosperity by discouraging 
thrift. You cannot help small men by tearing down 
big men. You cannot strengthen the weak by weak-
ening the strong. You cannot lift the wage-earner by 
pulling down the wage-payer.  You cannot help the 
poor man by destroying the rich. You cannot keep 
out of trouble by spending more than your income. 
You cannot further the brotherhood of man by incit-
ing class hatred. You cannot establish security on 
borrowed money. You cannot build character and 
courage by taking away men's initiative and inde-
pendence. You cannot help men permanently by 
doing for them what they could and should do for 
themselves." --Presbyterian minister William J.H. 
Boetcker (1873-1962)

THE GIPPER
"Government has only two ways of getting money 
other than raising taxes. It can go into the money 
market and borrow, competing with its own citizens 
and driving up interest rates,  which it has done, or it 
can print money,  and it's done that.  Both methods 
are inflationary." --Ronald Reagan



POLITICAL FUTURES
"America is not great because of the size of our 
government, but because of the vision and values of 
our people. I am convinced that those who believe 
in big government have little faith in self-
governance. Their philosophy says that government 
should do what a man can't -- or won't -- do for 
himself. Perhaps I'm jaded, but I believe that the 
gush of taxpayer dollars issuing forth from Wash-
ington is not driven by compassion, but from an 
unspoken belief that Americans are not smart 
enough to govern their own lives, strong enough to 
take some risk or compassionate enough to help 
neighbors in need.  Conservatism has gotten a black 
eye over the past few years, not because our core 
principles are less true, but because so many of our 
leaders lost their way. When conservatives forget 
the values that got them elected and morph into big-
spending, favor-trading politicians, voters will sim-
ply vote for whoever offers change, and, in 2008, 
they did. I don't think such an outcome dictates a 
redefinition of conservatism. If anything, it is a stark 
reminder that we need to return to our fiscally con-
servative roots. Not just in Washington,  D.C., but in 
every state in the nation." --Texas Gov. Rick Perry

GOVERNMENT
"[C]reating jobs is not difficult for government. 
What is difficult for government is creating jobs that 
produce wealth. Pyramids, holes in the ground and 
war do not produce wealth. They destroy wealth. 
They take valuable resources and convert them into 
something less valuable. Instead of iPods,  great art, 
cures for diseases and machines that replace back-
breaking work, we get the equivalent of digging 
holes and filling them up. Under President Obama's 
'stimulus' plan, jobs will be created to weatherize 
buildings, construct schools and wind turbines, and 
repair roads and bridges. But outside the market 
process, there is no way to know whether those are 
better uses of scarce capital than whatever would 
have been produced had it been left in the private 
economy. Since government services are paid for 
through the compulsion of taxes, they have no mar-
ket price. But without market prices, we have no 
way of knowing the importance that free people 
would place on those services versus other things 
they want.  So although we'll see the government 
putting people to work and even some new schools 
and bridges, we won't be able to calculate how 
much wealth we've lost because scarce resources 
were misallocated by the politicians. Nevertheless, 
we can be sure we will have lost. If the govern-

ment's projects were truly worthwhile, they would 
be undertaken by private efforts, and in their quest 
for profits, entrepreneurs would handle them more 
efficiently. Remember this when President Obama 
begins to boast about how successful his stimulus 
plan is." --ABC's 20/20 co-anchor John Stossel

FOR THE RECORD
"[N]ot all jobs are created equal.  Valuable jobs pro-
vide products and services the free market supports; 
useless jobs provide products and services the free 
market would not support. Valuable jobs provide 
products and services that enrich quality of life, 
making it cheaper to live better; useless jobs provide 
products and services that have minor impact on 
quality of life. Here's the magic of private sector 
jobs. Imagine Bill owns a fruit stand. He sells his 
fruit for $2 per pound. Herman sees that Bill is do-
ing well, and decides to open a fruit stand of his 
own. He figures he can undercut Bill and live on 
less of a profit margin, so he sells his fruit at $1 per 
pound. Pretty soon, Herman runs Bill out of busi-
ness. It's tough for Bill.  But meanwhile, customers 
are spending $1 less for their fruit than they were. 
They're spending that extra money at Bob's clothing 
store, keeping Bob employed -- and Bob can now 
hire Bill.  The bottom line is this: The power of free 
enterprise creates competition that raises produc-
tion,  lowers prices, and makes lives better for con-
sumers and producers. And that's true even if em-
ployment declines in the fruit stand business." 
--columnist Ben Shapiro

LIBERTY
"[W]hat is the driving force that explains how mil-
lions of people manage to cooperate to get 60,000 
different items to your supermarket? Most of them 
don't give a hoot about you and me, some of them 
might hate Americans, but they serve us well and 
they do so voluntarily. The bottom line motivation 
for the cooperation is people are in it for them-
selves; they want more profits,  wages, interest and 
rent,  or to use today's silly talk -- people are greedy. 
Adam Smith, the father of economics,  captured the 
essence of this wonderful human cooperation when 
he said, 'He (the businessman) generally, indeed, 
neither intends to promote the public interest, nor 
knows how much he is promoting it.  ...  He intends 
only his own security; and by directing that industry 
in such a manner as its produce may be of the great-
est value, he intends only his own gain.' Adam 
Smith continues, 'He is in this, as in many other 
cases, led by an invisible hand to promote an end 
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which was no part of his intention. ... By pursuing 
his own interest he frequently promotes that of the 
society more effectually than when he really intends 
to promote it.' And later he adds, 'It is not from the 
benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or the baker, 
that we expect our dinner, but from their regard to 
their own interest.' If you have doubts about Adam 
Smith's prediction, ask yourself which areas of our 
lives are we the most satisfied and those with most 
complaints. Would they be profit motivated arenas 
such supermarkets, video or clothing stores, or be 
nonprofit motivated government-operated arenas 
such as public schools, postal delivery or motor 
vehicle registration? By the way, how many of you 
would be in favor of Congress running our super-
markets?" --George Mason University economics 
professor Walter E. Williams

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
(To submit reader comments visit our Letters to the 
Editor page.)

"Mark Alexander ended his essay, 'Obama vs. Rea-
gan,' by saying, '...or another unpleasantry like that 
one begun in 1776, the discussion of which has now 
entered mainstream conversations, albeit at a whis-
per.' Let me be one of the first to speak above a 
whisper. The United States, as a federal republic, 
and our beloved Constitution are dead, and they 
cannot be easily restored under current conditions. 
In my humble opinion, I think the U.S. died when 
Clinton's thugs ripped Elian Gonzales from Lib-
erty's arms at gunpoint and sent him back to a gulag, 
and the body has just been twitching ever since. 
With Obama and his Leftists now firmly in control, 
the body isn't even twitching anymore, and it's now 
being buried. 'That whenever any Form of Govern-
ment becomes destructive of these ends,  it is the 
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it,  and to 
institute new Government...' When and where does 
the next Continental Congress meet? I'm there, and 
I'm serious." --Odenton, Maryland

"Obama and Democrats (with way too many com-
plicit Republicans) have fostered a covetous mental-
ity in the USA. It has morphed from jealousy to 
envy. People have gone beyond just wanting what 
others have worked and planned for to the politi-
cians devising more ways to take away other's 

wealth to give to envious people.  Many things come 
to mind, but these two about says it all! The 10th 
Commandment: You shall not covet anything that 
belongs to your neighbor. The 8th: You shall not 
steal." --Smyrna, Tennessee

THE LAST WORD
"There is far more to fear from this administration 
than its amateurism in governing. The urgency with 
which it has rushed through a monumental spending 
bill, whose actual spending will not be completed 
even after 2010, ought to set off alarm bells among 
those who are not in thrall to the euphoria of 
Obama's presidency. The urgency was real, even if 
the reason given was phony. President Obama's 
chief of staff, Rahm Emanuel,  let slip a valuable 
clue when he said that a crisis should not go to 
waste, that a crisis is an opportunity to do things 
that you could not do otherwise. Think about the 
utter cynicism of that. During a crisis, a panicked 
public will let you get away with things you couldn't 
get away with otherwise. A corollary of that is that 
you had better act quickly while the crisis is at hand, 
without Congressional hearings or public debates 
about what you are doing. Above all, you must act 
before the economy begins to recover on its own. 
The party line is that the market has failed so disas-
trously that only the government can save us. It is 
proclaimed in Washington and echoed in the media. 
The last thing the administration can risk is delay 
that could allow the market to begin recovering on 
its own. That would undermine, if not destroy, a 
golden opportunity to restructure the American 
economy in ways that would allow politicians to 
micro-manage other sectors of the economy the way 
they have micro-managed the housing market into 
disaster." --Hoover Institution economist Thomas 
Sowell

Veritas vos Liberabit -- Semper Vigilo, Fortis, Para-
tus, et Fidelis! Mark Alexander, Publisher, for The 
Patriot's editors and staff. 

(Please pray for our Patriot Armed Forces standing 
in harm's way around the world,  and for their fami-
lies -- especially families of those fallen Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen, Marines and Coast Guardsmen, 
who granted their lives in defense of American lib-
erty.)
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