. 3
e \1\'_\_\ \\‘)_}iﬁf'
¥

THE CONSERVATIVE JOURNAL OF RECORD

Monday Brief

THE PATRIOTPOST g%

2 February 2009

Vol. 09 No. 05

THE FOUNDATION

"Honor, justice, and humanity, forbid us tamely to surrender that freedom which we received from our gallant
ancestors, and which our innocent posterity have a right to receive from us. We cannot endure the infamy and
guilt of resigning succeeding generations to that wretchedness which inevitably awaits them if we basely entail

hereditary bondage on them." --Thomas Jefferson

INSIGHT

"[Pleople do not ask for socialism because they
know that socialism will improve their conditions,
and they do not reject capitalism because they know
that it is a system prejudicial to their interests. They
are socialists because they believe that socialism
will improve their conditions, and they hate capital-
ism because they believe that it harms them. They
are socialists because they are blinded by envy and
ignorance." --economist Ludwig von Mises (1881-
1973)

FAITH AND FAMILY

"The history of the last 80 years should teach us that
large and powerful central governments are danger-
ous. Unchecked pragmatism is how tyrants gain
power. Mussolini became El Duce on the argument
that he'd make the trains run on time. Pragmatism is
the handmaiden of utilitarianism -- the idea that you
should do the greatest good for the greatest number.
But this means people on the margins of society --
the poor, the weak, the vulnerable -- get cast aside.
This is why it is so important to fully understand
worldviews. Pragmatism, you see, is antithetical to a
biblical worldview. So we need to be equipping our
churches to understand what a biblical worldview is
and how it clashes with non-biblical worldviews."
--author and commentator Chuck Colson

CULTURE

"The more interviews Speaker Pelosi gives explain-
ing how vital the STD industry is to restarting the
U.S. economy, the more I find myself hearing
'syphilis' every time she says 'stimulus.' In late Sep-
tember, America was showing the first signs of
'primary stimulus' — a few billion lesions popping up
on the rarely glimpsed naughty bits of the economy:
the subprime mortgage racket, the leverage kings.
Now, the condition has metastasized in a mere four

months into the advanced stages of 'tertiary stimu-
lus,” with trillions of hideous, ever more inflamed
pustules sprouting in every nook and cranny as the
central nervous system of the body politic crumbles
into total insanity -- until it seems entirely normal
for the second in line of presidential succession to
be on TV gibbering away about how vital the feder-
alization of condom distribution is to economic re-
covery. The rules in this new 'post-partisan' era are
pretty simple: If the Democratic Party wants it, it's
'stimulus.' If the Republican Party opposes it, it's
'politics."" --columnist Mark Steyn

GOVERNMENT

"The new kind of politics of hope. Eight hours of
debate in the House of Representatives to pass a bill
spending $820 billion -- or roughly $102 billion per
hour of debate. Only 10 percent of the 'stimulus' [is]
to be spent on 2009. Close to half goes to entities
that sponsor or employ (or both) members of the
Service Employees International Union, federal,
state, and municipal employee unions or other
Democrat-controlled unions. This bill is sent to
Congress after President Obama has been in office
for seven days. It is 680 pages long. According to
my calculations, not one member of Congress read
the entire bill before this vote. Obviously, it would
have been impossible, given his schedule, for the
president to have read the whole thing. For the
amount spent, we could have given every unem-
ployed person in the United States roughly $75,000.
We could give every person who had lost a job and
is now passing through long-term unemployment of
six months or longer roughly $300,000. There has
been pork-barrel politics since there has been poli-
tics, but the scale of this pork is beyond what had
ever been imagined before -- and no one can be sure
it will actually do much stimulation. ... This is more
than pork-barrel -- this is a coup for the constituen-
cies of the party in power and against the idea of a




responsible government itself. A bleak day. Unfor-
tunately, it is only the latest in a long series of such
days stretching across decades of rule by both par-
ties, to the point where truly responsible govern-
ment is only a distant echo of our forgotten ances-
tors." --writer, actor, economist and lawyer Ben
Stein

LIBERTY

"For those on the right who still cling to the fantasy
that Obama is a bipartisan centrist, I refer you to his
recent statement that FDR did not do enough by
way of government spending to end the Depression
.. and his government-expansion-on-steroids, non-
stimulus pork bill. The inevitable explosion of fed-
eral debt this legislation would cause is reason
enough to oppose it, even if it were likely to stimu-
late the economy. But even some liberals are disput-
ing its potential to stimulate. The hastily crafted bill,
with its corrupt funding of ACORN and other fa-
vors, is a disgracefully irresponsible effort to ex-
pand the public sector, diminish the private sector,
empower the autocrats, and further divest us of our
individual liberties -- all at the expense of present
and future generations." --columnist David Lim-
baugh

THE GIPPER

"All of us should remember that the federal gov-
ernment is not some mysterious institution com-
prised of buildings, files and paper. The people are
the government. What we create we ought to be able
to control. I do not intend to make wildly skyrocket-
ing deficits and runaway government simple facts of
life in this administration. As I've said, our ills have
come upon us over several decades, and they will
not go away in days or weeks or months. But I want
the American people to know that we have begun."
--Ronald Reagan

RE: THE LEFT

"Every new president flatters himself that he, kinder
and gentler, is beginning the world anew. Yet, when
Barack Obama in his inaugural address reached out
to Muslims by saying 'to the Muslim world, we seek
a new way forward, based on mutual interest and
mutual respect,' his formulation was needlessly de-
fensive and apologetic. Is it 'new' to acknowledge
Muslim interests and show respect to the Muslim
world? Obama doesn't just think so, he said so again
to millions in his al-Arabiya interview, insisting on
the need to 'restore' the 'same respect and partner-
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ship that America had with the Muslim world as

recently as 20 or 30 years ago.' Astonishing. In these
most recent 20 years -- the alleged winter of our

disrespect of the Islamic world -- America did not
just respect Muslims, it bled for them. It engaged in
five military campaigns, every one of which in-
volved -- and resulted in -- the liberation of a Mus-
lim people: Bosnia, Kosovo, Kuwait, Afghanistan
and Iraq. The two Balkan interventions -- as well as
the failed 1992-93 Somalia intervention to feed
starving African Muslims (43 Americans were
killed) -- were humanitarian exercises of the highest
order, there being no significant U.S. strategic inter-
est at stake. In these 20 years, this nation has done
more for suffering and oppressed Muslims than any
nation, Muslim or non-Muslim, anywhere on Earth.
Why are we apologizing? And what of that happy
U.S.-Muslim relationship that Obama imagines ex-
isted 'as recently as 20 or 30 years ago' that he has
now come to restore? Thirty years ago, 1979, saw
the greatest U.S.-Muslim rupture in our 233-year
history: Iran's radical Islamic revolution, the seizure
of the U.S. Embassy, the 14 months of America held
hostage. ... Every president has the right to portray
himself as ushering in a new era of this or that.
Obama wants to pursue new ties with Muslim na-
tions, drawing on his own identity and associations.
Good. But when his self-inflation as redeemer of
U.S.-Muslim relations leads him to suggest that pre-
Obama America was disrespectful or insensitive or
uncaring of Muslims, he is engaging not just in fic-
tion but in gratuitous disparagement of the country
he is now privileged to lead." --columnist Charles
Krauthammer

POLITICAL FUTURES

"This was the lead in [Thursday] afternoon's Chi-
cago Tribune story, following the conviction of for-
mer Gov. Rod Blagojevich: 'The Illinois Senate
voted to remove Gov. Rod Blagojevich from office
Thursday, marking the first time in the state's long
history of political corruption that a chief executive
has been impeached and convicted.' The vote to oust
Blagojevich, who is a Democrat, was very close ...
59-0. The thing which struck me about the Trib's
lead was the phrase 'the state's long history of politi-
cal corruption.! What a wonderful legacy to the Re-
public that its fifth most populous State have a 'long
history of corruption." And how absolutely marvel-
ous that the very state which has that 'long history
of corruption' happens to the be the home state of ...
Oh, my. Can it be? Yes! President Barack Obama.
The only person ever to have served in the Illinois




State Senate to have emerged with his robes un-
soiled; his hands unsullied; his soul pure. It is as if
you cannot just say his name. Angels have to sing it:
Baaaaarrrrraaaaack  Ohhhhhbaaaaaahhhhma. Well,
we'll see. The thing about Blagojevich I have dis-
liked the most is how hard it is to remember how to
spell his name. Sort of like Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.
Or Albuquerque. Gray Davis was recalled in Cali-
fornia. Elliott Spitzer resigned in New York. And
now Rod Blogzoiub;zytch has been convicted of
impeachment in Illinois. While they certainly do not
have the corner on corruption and bad behavior, it
seems to me that Democratic Governors are in a
slump." --political analyst Rich Galen

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
(To submit reader comments visit our Letters to the
Editor page.)

"I am a subscriber and supporter of your good work
at The Patriot Post and want to thank you for your
efforts on my behalf and on behalf of Free People
all over the word. To our Legislators I would ask:
Why is it that we will send our young men and
women to fight for freedom in countries other than
our own and at the same time work equally hard to
take ours away?" --Grand Prairie , Texas

"Re: The BIG Lie -- 'T am not in favor of concealed
weapons. There has not been any evidence that al-
lowing people to carry a concealed weapon is going
to make anybody safer.' --Barack Obama. Then I'd
guess the Chosen One wouldn't mind if his secret
service detail would surrender their concealed
weapons. Obviously with what he says he'd be just
as safe if they were unarmed." --Minneapolis, Min-
nesota

"Just a note to thank The Patriot's readers for your
generous support of our Marines at the School of
Infantry, First Marine Division, Camp Pendleton,
CA. We have completely distributed the last ship-
ment of Shields of Strength to all the men who par-
ticipate in our ministry services and they are grate-
ful for them. Please send us 2,000 additional
shields. God Bless you all for your advocacy on
behalf of our Uniformed Patriots." --Captain (ret),
Chaplain Corps

If you are able to support OpSoS and can help pro-
vide Shields of Strength to ground forces on the
front lines in Iraq and Afghanistan, please mail your
support check to: Operation Shield of Strength, PO
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Box 507, Chattanooga, TN 37401-0507 For more
information, e-mail us at SoS@PatriotPost.US

(NOTE: 100 percent of the proceeds from these
donations are applied to military requests for
Shields. We at The Patriot are both honored and
humbled to donate our services and personnel to fill
these orders.)

FOR THE RECORD

"GOP proposals make a lot more sense [than the
Democrats'] because they are not calling for a
mountain of spending to further enlarge govern-
ment. They want deeper income tax cuts to immedi-
ately strengthen family budgets and businesses that
produce most jobs. ... This is the message Republi-
cans are selling: Cut taxes to unleash the power of
free enterprise and American productivity to create
jobs, and cut federal spending to slow the growth of
government, which has weakened the economy. All
this is good as far as it goes, but supply-side conser-
vatives over at the House Republican Study Com-
mittee, now chaired by hard-charging Rep. Tom
Price of Georgia, think their plan can do even better.
Mr. Price's hardy band of tax-cutters want a perma-
nent 5 percent across-the-board income tax cut. ...
They are calling for the repeal of the Alternative
Minimum Tax on Individuals (AMT), and making
all withdrawals from individual retirement accounts
tax-and-penalty-free in 2009 to allow hard-pressed
taxpayers during the recession free access to their
savings. Plus ... cut the corporate income tax rate
from 35 percent to 25 percent... This is the kind of
tax cut-driven, capital-growth economic recovery
plan that is needed to get this $14 trillion economy
back on track and lift the global economy along
with it. It's time the network news shows gave the
GOP's tax cuts the attention they and the American
people deserve. Barack Obama and his economic
advisers might even learn a thing or two about eco-
nomics if they did." --columnist Donald Lambro

THE LAST WORD

"Congress is currently haggling over how to spend
$900 billion generated by American taxpayers in the
private sector. (It's important to remember that it's
the people's money, not Washington's.) In a Jan. 23
meeting between President Obama and Republican
leaders, Rep. Eric Cantor (R., Va.) proposed a mod-
erate tax cut plan. President Obama responded, 'l
won. I'm going to trump you on that.' Yes, elections
have consequences. But where's the bipartisanship,
Mr. Obama? This does not have to be a divisive




issue. My proposal is a genuine compromise. ...
Let's say the vote was 54% to 46% [for Obama]. As
a way to bring the country together and at the same
time determine the most effective way to deal with
recessions, under the Obama-Limbaugh Stimulus
Plan of 2009: 54% of the $900 billion -- $486 bil-
lion -- will be spent on infrastructure and pork as
defined by Mr. Obama and the Democrats; 46% --
$414 billion -- will be directed toward tax cuts, as
determined by me. Then we compare. We see which
stimulus actually works. This is bipartisanship! It
would satisfy the American people's wishes, as polls
currently note; and it would also serve as a measur-
able test as to which approach best stimulates job
growth. I say, cut the U.S. corporate tax rate -- at
35%, among the highest of all industrialized nations
-- in half. Suspend the capital gains tax for a year to
incentivize new investment, after which it would be
reimposed at 10%. Then get out of the way! Once
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Wall Street starts ticking up 500 points a day, the
rest of the private sector will follow. There's no rea-
son to tell the American people their future is bleak.
There's no reason, as the administration is doing, to
depress their hopes. There's no reason to insist that
recovery can't happen quickly, because it can." --ra-
dio talk show host Rush Limbaugh

Veritas vos Liberabit -- Semper Vigilo, Fortis, Para-
tus, et Fidelis! Mark Alexander, Publisher, for The
Patriot's editors and staff.

(Please pray for our Patriot Armed Forces standing
in harm's way around the world, and for their fami-
lies -- especially families of those fallen Soldiers,
Sailors, Airmen, Marines and Coast Guardsmen,
who granted their lives in defense of American lib-

erty.)




