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pending, on the objects of benevolence, the money of their constituents." --James Madison

THE FOUNDATION

"I cannot undertake to lay my finger on that article
of the Constitution which granted a right to Con-
gress of expending, on the objects of benevolence,
the money of their constituents." --James Madison

FOR THE RECORD

"The other incontrovertible truth about this massive
wealth transfer [plan to rescue the economy] is that
Washington cannot stop the inevitable lard-up. The
original concept of spending on 'roads and bridges'
has morphed into spending on anything and every-
thing that moves or can be moved. ... Public radio
and public television -- already funded with your
money to the tune of some $400 million in direct
federal handouts and tax deductions for contribu-
tions made by individual viewers, not to mention
untold state grants and subsidies -- are demanding a
hugetastic chunk of the stimulus pie. That's right:
Government-supported NPR and PBS want even
more of a bailout than they've lived off of for the
last 40 years. According to , which covers public
TV and radio, the two entities along with the Corpo-
ration for Public Broadcasting have petitioned
Obama for $550 million in funding to help create
more workers suckling on the public teat. Watching
TV is apparently critical to rescuing the American
economy. Already stuffed into the Democrats' pack-
age is a $650 million bailout -- call it the Boob Tube
boondoggle -- to pay for $650 million worth of digi-
tal TV upgrade coupons in the wake of the official,
government-mandated transition to digital television
next month. Not to be left out, the National En-
dowment for the Arts is on the Santa stimulus list
for an additional $50 million cash injection. Oh, and
there's another $50 million earmarked 'to make up
for a lack of philanthropic support for the arts.' ...
Wake up, taxpayers: This nearly $1 trillion plan is
nothing but future-mortgaging ornaments and tinsel
boxed in self-delusion. It is time, as President
Obama lectured us, to put away childish things --

starting with this epic fail." --columnist Michelle
Malkin

INSIGHT

"A wise prince will seek means by which his sub-
jects will always and in every possible condition of
things have need of his government, and then they
will always be faithful to him." --Niccolo Machiav-
elli (1469-1527)

THE GIPPER

"We who live in free market societies believe that
growth, prosperity and ultimately human fulfill-
ment, are created from the bottom up, not the gov-
ernment down. Only when the human spirit is al-
lowed to invent and create, only when individuals
are given a personal stake in deciding economic
policies and benefitting from their success -- only
then can societies remain economically alive, dy-
namic, progressive, and free." --Ronald Reagan

GOVERNMENT

"Obama's faith in himself -- and by extension, faith
in the government he leads -- is unshakeable. In his
inaugural address, Obama dismissed the question of
'whether our government is too big or too small.'

Instead, he suggested, we should focus on 'whether
it works." Yet there is apparently no situation in
which Obama believes the government, led by Ba-
rack Obama, doesn't work. The free market requires
'a watchful eye'; 'a nation cannot prosper long when
it favors only the prosperous.' The government must
build us 'new roads and bridges,' 'restore science to
its rightful place,' 'transform our schools and col-
leges and universities.'! The government must bring
about global equality via international redistribu-
tion: 'poor nations ... we pledge to work alongside
you to make your farms flourish and let clean wa-
ters flow; to nourish starved bodies and feed hungry
minds.' In Obama's mind, the government he runs




solves all problems and rights all wrongs. What will
happen when government fails?" --columnist Ben
Shapiro

POLITICAL FUTURES

"[M]ore than any predecessor except the first, the
44th president enters office with the scope of its
powers barely circumscribed by law, and even less
by public opinion. Obama's unprecedented power
derives from the astonishing events of the last four
months that have made indistinct the line between
public and private sectors. Neither the public as
currently alarmed, nor Congress as currently consti-
tuted, nor the Constitution as currently construed is
an impediment to hitherto unimagined executive
discretion in allocating vast portions of the nation's
wealth. He acquires power just as the retreat of the
state has been abruptly reversed." --columnist
George Will

OPINION IN BRIEF

"I was talking to Peter Robinson, who helped write
the immortal "Tear Down This Wall, Mr. Gorbachev'
speech delivered in Berlin by my dad, Ronald Rea-
gan. He told me he went back to the archives for
1981 and pulled out a couple of my dad's quotes
from the 1981 inaugural address and compared
them with a couple of quotes from Barack Obama's
inaugural address. He noted that while my dad said
it was 'morning in America,' with Obama it almost
went back in tone to Jimmy Carter's infamous "'mal-
aise' speech, which pictured an America down in the
dumps. For Obama it was more like 'mourning’ in
America. You can hear echoes of that malaise
speech in Obama's inaugural address when he said,
'"These are the indicators of crisis, subject to data
and statistics. Less measurable but no less profound
is a sapping of confidence across our land -- a nag-
ging fear that America's decline is inevitable, and
that the next generation must lower its sights.' There
were, however, striking similarities between Ronald
Reagan's speeches and those of both Barack Obama
and Bill Clinton, Robinson said, because the Demo-
crats have long been big students of my dad's
speeches, going back time and again to the archives
to read the words of the Great Communicator and
learn from his techniques in communicating. If you
listen to Barack Obama you hear his programs and
policies described the way Ronald Reagan would
have described them had they been his agenda. The
difference between the two men was that my dad
believed everything he said all the way to the core
of his being, while Barack Obama and his fellow
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Democrats use speeches to mask what they really
believe." --radio talk show host Michael Reagan

RE: THE LEFT

"It will not be easy for President B. Hussein Obama.
More than half the country voted for him, and yet
our newspapers are brimming with snippy remarks
at every little aspect of his inauguration. Here's a
small sampling of the churlishness in just The New
York Times: -- The American public is bemused by
the tasteless show-biz extravaganza surrounding
Barack Obama's inauguration today. -- There is
something to be said for some showiness in an in-
auguration. But one felt discomfited all the same. --
This is an inauguration, not a coronation. -- Is there
a parallel between Mrs. Obama's jewel-toned outfit
and somebody else's glass slippers? Why limousines
and not shank's mare? -- It is still unclear whether
we are supposed to shout 'Whoopee!' or 'Shame!’
about the new elegance the Obamas are bringing to
Washington. Boy, talk about raining on somebody's
parade! These were not, of course, comments about
the inauguration of the angel Obama; they are
(slightly edited) comments about the inauguration of
another historic president, Ronald Reagan, in Janu-
ary 1981. Obama's inaugural address tracked much
of Reagan's first inaugural address -- minus the sub-
stance.... Obama was also not as fulsome in his
praise of his predecessor as Reagan was. To appre-
ciate how remarkable this is, recall that Reagan's
predecessor was Jimmy Carter. Under Carter, more
than 50 Americans were held hostage by a two-bit
terrorist Iranian regime for 444 days -- released the
day of Reagan's inauguration. Under Bush, there has
not been another terrorist attack since Sept. 11,
2001. But I gather that if Obama had uttered any-
thing more than the briefest allusion to Bush, that
would have provoked yet more booing from the
Hope-and-Change crowd, which moments earlier
had showered Bush with boos when he walked onto
the stage. That must be the new tone we've been
hearing so much about. So maybe liberals can stop
acting as if the entire nation could at last come to-
gether in a 'unity of purpose' if only conservatives
would stop fomenting 'conflict and discord' -- as
Obama suggested in his inaugural address. We're
not the ones who booed a departing president. ...
Liberals always have to play the victim, acting as if
they merely want to bring the nation together in
hope and unity in the face of petulant, stick-in-the-
mud conservatives. Meanwhile, they are the ones
booing, heckling and publicly fantasizing about the
assassination of those who disagree with them on




policy matters. Hope and unity, apparently, can only
be achieved if conservatives would just go away --
and perhaps have the decency to kill themselves.
Republicans are not the ones who need to be told
that 'the time has come to set aside childish things'
-- as Obama said of his own assumption of the
presidency. Remember? We're the ones who man-
aged to gaze upon Carter at the conclusion of his
abomination of a presidency without booing." --col-
umnist Ann Coulter

CULTURE

"Those who doubted that a black man could be
elected to the highest office in the land no longer
have a leg to stand on. That can be a force for good,
when young blacks can no longer be told that there
is no point in their trying to get ahead in this society
because 'the man' is going to stop them. In another
sense, the Obama presidency may not be nearly as
big a change in the country as some might think.
Colin Powell could probably have been elected
eight years ago. But you don't know it can happen
until it happens. No doubt the race-hustling industry
will continue, and no doubt their chief victims will
be blacks, especially young blacks, who buy the
paralyzing picture of victimhood and the counter-
productive resentments which sap energies that
could be better used to improve their own lives.
Now that we have the first black President of the
United States, maybe we can move ahead to the
time when we can forget about 'the first' whatever to
do what. There is too much serious work to do to
spend more time on that." --Hoover Institution
economist Thomas Sowell

LIBERTY

"President Obama can be forgiven for celebrating
the hypocrisy of Abraham Lincoln because the vic-
tors of wars write their history and glorify the win-
ners. The recognition that slavery is a despicable
institution does not require hero worship of a presi-
dent who made the largest contribution to the un-
raveling of our Constitution. After all when it is
settled by brute force that states cannot secede, as
they thought they had the right to in 1787, then the
federal government can ride roughshod over states
and their people's right -- in a word make meaning-
less the Ninth and Tenth Amendments." --George
Mason University economics professor Walter E.
Williams
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

(To submit reader comments visit our Letters to the
Editor page.)

"My family had the privilege and blessing of being
on the Mall when President Reagan's horse-drawn
caisson and coffin, slowly came up Constitution
Avenue to lie in state at the Capitol. What a thrilling
spectacle! The large numbers of people lining Con-
stitution Avenue were incredibly courteous and
friendly. The remarkable thing about this huge
crowd was how tidy it was. Every trash receptacle
was overflowing, however, there was no litter. All
the overflow trash was neatly stacked around the
full bins. On the other hand, the litter on the mall

after Obama's coronation does not surprise me. The
two crowds are very different dimensions of Amer-
ica. One crowd was very sensitive to its personal
duty of stewardship, and the other was a crowd of
socialists who believe in letting someone else clean
up after it. This is classic and predictable." --Sacra-
mento, California

"Is it just me being cynical or is there nothing to the
White House 'pay freeze?' These guys just started
and shouldn't be expecting a raise quite yet. My
guess is that the pay freeze will be rescinded six or
eight months hence we won't hear a word about it."
--Springfield, Virginia

"I do not think you can include Colin Powell any
longer in the list of black conservatives as you did
in the 09-03 Brief." --Jackson, Mississippi

Editor's Reply: We agree, but were just checking
to see that readers were paying attention! We have
cleansed the Colin from our list to prevent any fu-
ture references.

Editor's Note: A correction for the 09-03 Digest:
Kirsten Gillibrand is a U.S. Representative, not a
New York state representative as we said Friday.

THE LAST WORD

"From the New York Times: '"The local food move-
ment has been all about buying seasonal food from
nearby farmers. Now, thanks to the Web, it is ex-
panding to include far-away farmers too. A new
start-up, Foodzie, is an online farmers market where
small, artisan food producers and growers can sell
their products. Foodies in Florida, say, can order
raw, handcrafted pepperjack cheese from Traver,
Calif., or organic, fair-trade coffee truffles from




Boulder, Colo.' What a great idea! And why not take
it one step further? Farmers could band together and
form large organizations -- call them 'corporations'
-- to grow and distribute mass quantities of food.
Retail operations could be set up in every town;
they would be sort of super farmers markets, or 'su-
permarkets' for short. Soon everyone everywhere
would be able to buy local food from all over the
world!" --The Wall Street Journal's James Taranto
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Veritas vos Liberabit -- Semper Vigilo, Fortis, Para-
tus, et Fidelis! Mark Alexander, Publisher, for The
Patriot's editors and staff.

(Please pray for our Patriot Armed Forces standing
in harm's way around the world, and for their fami-
lies -- especially families of those fallen Soldiers,
Sailors, Airmen, Marines and Coast Guardsmen,
who granted their lives in defense of American lib-

erty.)




